
CASE STUDY

OPPORTUNITY

London’s Royal Academy of Music needed 

to create stunning visuals for operas, 

symphonies, musicals and more in its new 

Susie Sainsbury Theatre.

SOLUTION

In order to deliver stunning lighting designs, 

the Academy equipped the theater with new 

Martin MAC Encore Performance WRM and 

MAC Encore Wash WRM fixtures.

ROYAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC, LONDON

The Royal Academy of Music recently deployed Martin by HARMAN MAC Encore Series 

lighting fixtures to create stunning visuals for operas, symphonies, musicals and more in 

its new Susie Sainsbury Theatre.

Founded in 1822, the Academy is the oldest and most established musical conservatoire 

in the UK. With nearly 700 students hailing from over 50 countries, the Academy provides 

training and education for some of the most talented musicians in the world through 

diverse programs such as instrumental performance, conducting, composition, musical 

theatre, opera and more.

The Academy recently decided to undergo the most significant renovation project in their 

near-200-year history. Designed by RIBA Award-winning Ian Ritchie Architects, the Susie 

Sainsbury Theatre features a new balcony, fly tower and side wings, which increased 

capacity by 40% and dramatically improved sightlines. This visually striking new design 

delivers world-class stage and recording facilities suitable for all forms of opera and 

musical theatre productions. In order to deliver stunning lighting designs, the Academy 

equipped the theater with new Martin MAC Encore Performance WRM and MAC Encore 

Wash WRM fixtures.  

“We were starting to get a little bit panicky because at the time of the renovations there 

were no fixtures on the market that met our standards—then along came the MAC 

Encore,” said Jake Wiltshire, Technical Director and Lighting Designer at Royal Music 

Academy. “The Encore fixtures are phenomenal—we’ve got them permanently installed 

in all our key positions in the theater. We use them for cross lights, front-of-house lights, 

everything—they totally make the rig for me.”

“
The Encore series gives us the 

best of both worlds—we can 

create subtle, detailed skin 

tones or a powerful emotional 

punch with vivid colours, sharp 

optics, and a great beam shape.”

PERFORMING ARTS



The Academy used the renovation project as an opportunity to replace their old Martin 

MAC TW1 fixtures from the Sir Jack Lyons Theatre. They wanted modern fixtures 

capable of creating big, punchy backlight images and natural skin tones with texture 

and definition. Since the Academy hosts so many world-class performances each year, 

they often need to rent additional lighting fixtures, which meant the new units needed 

to be easily supplemented with existing hire stock. Most importantly, the new fixtures 

would have to be whisper-quiet in order to keep from distracting guests during intimate 

performances. After surveying what was available on the market, the Academy found the 

MAC Encore Series to be the only fixtures that met their needs.

“The Encore series gives us the best of both worlds—we can create subtle, detailed skin 

tones or a powerful emotional punch with vivid colours, sharp optics, and a great beam 

shape,” said Wiltshire. “It’s a very adaptable fixture—it’s small and nimble enough to get 

it into places you can’t get most moving lights. Plus they’re very energy efficient, so it 

doesn’t generate as much heat. Most importantly, it operates silently so our guests can 

enjoy the show without any distractions.”

The Susie Sainsbury Theatre officially opened on March 14, 2018, with a performance of 

Jonathan Dove’s Flight by the Royal Academy Opera—making their triumphant return 

after years of touring during the renovations. The opening of the new theater was such 

a prestigious event, it even garnered an appearance from Her Royal Highness, The 

Princess Royal and the Duchess of Gloucester. 

We invite you to visit https://youtu.be/LOgv6phpcok to learn more about this installation 

by watching a short video.

“
We were starting to get a 

little bit panicky because at 

the time of the renovations 

there were no fixtures on 

the market that met our 

standards—then along 

came the MAC Encore. 

The Encore fixtures are 

phenomenal—we’ve got 

them permanently installed 

in all our key positions in 

the theater. We use them 

for cross lights, front-of-

house lights, everything—

they totally make the rig 

for me.”



© 2018 HARMAN International Industries, Incorporated. All rights reserved. Harman Kardon, Inf inity, 
JBL, Lexicon and Mark Levinson are trademarks of HARMAN International Industries, Incorporated, 
registered in the United States and/or other countries. AKG is a trademark of AKG Acoustics GmbH, 
registered in the United States and/or other countries. Features, specif ications and appearance are 
subject to change without notice.

CONTACT

For PR Inquiries:

David Glaubke

Director, Public Relations

HARMAN Professional Solutions

david.glaubke@harman.com

+1 (818) 895-3464 Office

+1 (818) 470-7322 Mobile

To Speak With Someone About 

HARMAN Products and Solutions,  

visit pro.harman.com/contacts

PRODUCTS USED

MARTIN MAC ENCORE PERFORMANCE LIGHTING FIXTURES 

MARTIN MAC ENCORE WASH LIGHTING FIXTURES 

“
It’s a very adaptable 

fixture—it’s small and 

nimble enough to get it  

into places you can’t 

get most moving lights. 

Plus they’re very energy 

efficient, so it doesn’t 

generate as much heat.”

ABOUT HARMAN

HARMAN (harman.com) designs and engineers connected products and solutions for 

automakers, consumers, and enterprises worldwide, including connected car systems, 

audio and visual products, enterprise automation solutions; and services supporting the 

Internet of Things. With leading brands including AKG®, Harman Kardon®, Infinity®, JBL®, 

Lexicon®, Mark Levinson® and Revel®, HARMAN is admired by audiophiles, musicians and 

the entertainment venues where they perform around the world. More than 50 million 

automobiles on the road today are equipped with HARMAN audio and connected car 

systems. Our software services power billions of mobile devices and systems that are 

connected, integrated and secure across all platforms, from work and home to car and 

mobile. HARMAN has a workforce of approximately 30,000 people across the Americas, 

Europe, and Asia. In March 2017, HARMAN became a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.


