
PARTNER STORY

OPPORTUNITY

With sound reinforcement playing a critical 

role, management needed to upgrade their 

audio system to ensure optimum audio 

quality and balanced coverage during church 

services and concerts.

SOLUTION

David Kendall Audio Visual installed a 

complete HARMAN networked sound 

reinforcement system, including JBL 

speakers Crown amplifiers, BSS audio 

processors, and Soundcraft mixing consoles. 

WELLINGTON CATHEDRAL, NEW ZEALAND

Located in the historic district of Thorndon, the Wellington Cathedral of St. Paul is the 

mother church of the Anglican Diocese of Wellington, attracting a vibrant community of 

worshippers each week. In addition to serving an important role in the Anglican Church, 

the ornate architecture and refined acoustics of Wellington Cathedral also make it a 

popular venue for choral and orchestral concerts. 

With sound reinforcement playing a critical role at Wellington Cathedral, management 

wanted to ensure optimum audio quality and balanced coverage during church 

services and concerts. To achieve these goals, management hired David Kendall Audio 

Visual to upgrade its aging sound system with a complete HARMAN networked sound 

reinforcement system. Due to their professional audio expertise and ability to provide 

unique custom designs, David Kendall chose supplier JPRO (formerly JANDS NZ) to 

partner on the project.

“I knew this was going to be a challenging job—many people have tried over the years,” 

said David Kendall, Integrator. “Thanks to the technology provided by HARMAN solutions, 

we were able to make big improvements while staying within the church’s budget. I am 

very proud of what we achieved with the HARMAN system in the cathedral’s challenging 

acoustic environment.” 

The front nave, the Cathedral’s main area, is covered using JBL Intellivox DS280 array 

speakers, which offer excellent speech intelligibility throughout the coverage area 

while maintaining a constant sound pressure level up to 110 feet. The Intellivox DS280’s 

unobtrusive design and active vertical beam shaping helped the JPRO design to achieve 

seamless integration and optimum performance in the cathedral.  To cover the rear nave 

of the cathedral, Intellivox DC280 speakers that were part of the previous sound system 

were redeployed, while JBL CBT-50LA and CBT-100LA column speakers were deployed 

for chancel-, choir- and front-fills. The CBT Series speakers are powered by Crown DCi 

Series amplifiers. 

“ 
I am very happy with the  

latest upgrade—the sound 

quality, coverage and control 

provided by the HARMAN system 

is a huge improvement and it 

sounds fantastic!”

HOUSES OF WORSHIP



“The main objective when designing the system was to ensure that the loudspeakers 

distributed the sound evenly in the desired areas, while minimizing unwanted 

reflections,” said Nicholas van Dyk, JPRO. “The JBL Intellivox and CBT line array column 

speakers delivered the coverage and clarity needed to produce properly balanced speech 

and music reinforcement in the acoustically sensitive cathedral.”

For mixing and audio processing, David Kendall included two BSS Soundweb London 

BLU-100 audio processors and a Soundcraft Si Impact digital mixing console. The 

system’s ease of use and intelligent design allows simple operation for everyone at the 

church, while offering great flexibility for skilled operators. 

During liturgy, the microphone levels are controlled with the Soundcraft ViSi iPad app, 

and can be automatically mixed via a BLU-100 stage box and the Soundweb London 

automix function. When the venue hosts guest artists and large concerts, a Soundcraft  

Si Impact digital mixer provides intuitive professional control over the mix.  

“We try to update our sound system every ten years or so,” said Reverend Digby 

Wilkinson, Dean of Wellington. “I am very happy with the latest upgrade—the sound 

quality, coverage and control provided by the HARMAN system is a huge improvement 

and it sounds fantastic! We thank David Kendall and the JPRO team for the expertise and 

hard work they displayed during the installation.” 

“It is a privilege to see our solutions being used in the beautiful Wellington Cathedral,” 

said Ramesh Jayaramn, VP & GM, HARMAN Professional Solutions, APAC. “The new 

HARMAN system ensures that sermons can be preached with clarity, and the beauty of 

the choral music can be delivered with perfect balance in the cathedral. Thanks to JPRO 

for their confidence in HARMAN solutions, and for their relationship-driven approach.”  

“
I knew this was going to 

be a challenging job—

many people have tried 

over the years. Thanks to 

the technology provided 

by HARMAN solutions, 

we were able to make 

big improvements while 

staying within the church’s 

budget. I am very proud of 

what we achieved with the 

HARMAN system in the 

cathedral’s challenging 

acoustic environment.”
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ABOUT HARMAN

HARMAN (harman.com) designs and engineers connected products and solutions for 

automakers, consumers, and enterprises worldwide, including connected car systems, 

audio and visual products, enterprise automation solutions; and services supporting the 

Internet of Things. With leading brands including AKG®, Harman Kardon®, Infinity®, JBL®, 

Lexicon®, Mark Levinson® and Revel®, HARMAN is admired by audiophiles, musicians and 

the entertainment venues where they perform around the world. More than 50 million 

automobiles on the road today are equipped with HARMAN audio and connected car 

systems. Our software services power billions of mobile devices and systems that are 

connected, integrated and secure across all platforms, from work and home to car and 

mobile. HARMAN has a workforce of approximately 30,000 people across the Americas, 

Europe, and Asia. In March 2017, HARMAN became a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
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“ 
The main objective when 

designing the system was to 

ensure that the loudspeakers 

distributed the sound evenly in the 

desired areas, while minimizing 

unwanted reflections.”

PRODUCTS USED

CROWN DCI SERIES AMPLIFIERS

BSS SOUNDWEB LONDON BLU-100 SIGNAL PROCESSORS

JBL INTELLIVOX DS280 LOUDSPEAKER ARRAYS

JBL CBT-50LA AND CBT-100LA LINE ARRAY COLUMN LOUDSPEAKERS

SOUNDCRAFT SI IMPACT DIGITAL MIXING CONSOLE


