
OPPORTUNITY

Helena Bay Lodge needed a centrally 

controlled AV system that could 

comprehensively cover the residences  

and common areas of the resort.

SOLUTION

JANDS NZ designed a cutting-edge 

HARMAN AV solution featuring Crown 

amplifiers and BSS processing.

NEW ZEALAND, HELENA BAY LODGE

Helena Bay Lodge is an 800-acre luxury resort situated in New Zealand’s stunning 

Bay of Islands. With a variety of indoor and outdoor spaces including features four 

private beaches, a gym, massage room, swimming pool, library, lounge areas, and 

multiple dining areas, the facility needed a centrally controlled AV system that could 

comprehensively cover the residences and common areas of the resort. 

To address this, JANDS NZ worked in conjunction with Liquid Automation and ABL Group 

to design a cutting-edge HARMAN AV solution featuring Crown amplifiers and BSS 

processing. The new HARMAN solution offers complete control of the resort’s audio, 

lighting and video distribution systems, and integrates seamlessly with the existing 

building management system.

“All the sources and outputs were run in stereo which created a complex audio matrix,” 

explained Liquid Automation’s Darian Sundar. “To handle such a large number of 

channels, we had to turn to a high-end professional audio solution, and BSS Soundweb 

was the obvious and only choice as it is known for sound quality, reliability and flexibility.”

A BSS Soundweb London BLU-800 networked signal processor and Crown DriveCore 

Install Series amplifiers provide networked control of 46 audio zones spread out over 

the property, with 126 channels of audio inputs. The system distributes audio over the 

network to multiple locations, and then via BLU-link to the Crown DCi-N multi-channel 

network amplifiers. The audio distribution system is monitored remotely, which was a 

requirement due to the isolated location of the lodge.

Liquid Automation and ABL Group subsequently won the “Best Special Project”  

and “Best Design and Documentation” awards at both CEDIA Asia/Pacific and CEDIA 

Americas for this state-of-the-art installation. 

“ 
Liquid Automation and ABL 

Group won the ‘Best Special 

Project’ and ‘Best Design and 

Documentation’ awards at 

CEDIA Asia/Pacific and CEDIA 

Americas for this installation.”
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“HARMAN Professional Solutions brands are known for their best-in-class performance 

and reliability, and we are pleased to be part of this award-winning luxury lodge,” 

said Ramesh Jayaraman, VP and GM, APAC, HARMAN Professional Solutions. “The 

strong relationship between JANDS NZ and their partners Liquid Automation and ABL 

Group showcases our collaboration and partnership in bringing the latest technology 

and seamless experiences to our customers in New Zealand. We Congratulate Liquid 

Automation and ABL Group for their award-winning design and project execution.”

PRODUCTS USED

BSS SOUNDWEB LONDON SERIES

CROWN DRIVECORE INSTALL SERIES
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“
BSS Soundweb was the 

obvious and only choice 

as it is known for sound 

quality, reliability  

and flexibility.”

ABOUT HARMAN

HARMAN (harman.com) designs and engineers connected products and solutions for 

automakers, consumers, and enterprises worldwide, including connected car systems, 

audio and visual products, enterprise automation solutions; and services supporting the 

Internet of Things. With leading brands including AKG®, Harman Kardon®, Infinity®, JBL®, 

Lexicon®, Mark Levinson® and Revel®, HARMAN is admired by audiophiles, musicians 

and the entertainment venues where they perform around the world. More than 50 

million automobiles on the road today are equipped with HARMAN audio and connected 

car systems. Our software services power billions of mobile devices and systems that are 

connected, integrated and secure across all platforms, from work and home to car and 

mobile. HARMAN has a workforce of approximately 30,000 people across the Americas, 

Europe, and Asia. In March 2017, HARMAN became a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
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